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CALENDAR

September 10:  Board meeting @ Robbin Stott's home:  5106 Courtland, 7 p.m.

October 8:  Board meeting @ Julie Schmidt's home:  2412 St. Mary's Drive, 7 p.m.
October 17:  General meeting:  Judicial Selection, (place to be determined0  7 p.m.
October 24:  LWV-MCTV Candidates Forum,  7 p.m.  City Council chambers, City Hall.

Board meetings and all LWV meetings are open to Midland LWV members and friends

From our member in Sierra Leone:

"Make it Work"
by Jacqueline Leigh

The figurative expression "We’re lined up
behind you" has literal meaning in rural
elections in Sierra Leone.  Once a year adult
villagers in the Western Rural Area line up
behind approved candidates for the position
of village headman to be counted.
Removing election secrecy at this level
makes voting day a consensus building day.
Sierra Leone has recently emerged from
more than a decade of a violent civil war
which displaced a good percentage of its
population.  This upheaval brought a more
homogeneous Sierra Leonean character to
rural areas which challenged traditional
village cultures.  Multicultural issues are
dealt with on voting day.  Sufficient firm
policies and procedures are not yet in place
to cover this overwhelming change, so all
villagers’ opinions on who was eligible to
line up vitally matters.

By contrast, national, balloted, multi-party
presidential and parliamentary elections took

place in Sierra Leone on May 14, 2002. During the
1990’s war a good part of the  army had joined a rebel
movement leaving hundreds of thousands of people
destitute, traumatized, and maimed but the country
had come around to the fact that inclusive acceptance
was necessary to draw the war to a close.  The army
and the rebels (now disarmed and called "ex-
combatants") each formed a political party which was
one of the nine parties that took part in the elections.
The UN force of more than 17,000 positioned all over
the country, the British military retraining the army,
and a variety of international agencies also helped
make things happen.

For months prior to the elections skits on the radio let
us know how different these elections would be from
previous ones.  The skits carried many messages,
particularly aimed at the large population of non
literate people:  there would be many parties to choose
from and choice is a right, not a reason to fight.  Rules
about registering and voting had to be adhered to.   It
was important for all adults to register, and then
vote—the chance wouldn’t come again for five years.
Women’s votes mattered.   Special ballots would
allow the blind to vote independently, and there were
provisions for any category of amputee  (numbering in
the thousands since the war) to vote.  Party
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representatives regularly took part in seminars
promoting democracy.  The 50-50 movement,
whose main goal was that 50% of parliament
members should be women, gained a significant
following.

Political parties in Sierra Leone traditionally have
an ethnic base.  The public feared that the sporadic
outbreaks of violence that have marked the months
before elections in Sierra Leone in the past would
be worse because of the war, but gained confidence
as the weeks went by.  Unrest never occurred.
Lines formed before daylight at many stations and
were long. At a polling station at the Murraytown
amputee camp, organizing the media kept the
station from opening until late.  A double amputee
there who couldn’t find someone to adjust his
prosthesis to hold a pen had to  give a toe print for
identification instead of signing his name as he had
hoped to do.  Not everything could be anticipated
but active monitoring made it work.  Throughout
election day, polling stations called in difficulties to
the National Electoral Commission and soon
afterward an announcement would be made
adjusting the process, such as allowing registered
voters to choose stations with shorter lines for
voting,  and accepting ballots that had been marked
wrongly where the intention was clear.   A radio
network was set up to broadcast the phoning in of
election results from polling stations all over the
country.   Thirty minutes after balloting ended the
first results were called in from a station in a
mountain suburb of the capital.  For the next week
we all stayed close to the radio,  tallying, mapping
and charting; realizing the incumbent party would
come out on top, but fascinated with the raw data.

Those who voted in Sierra Leone’s elections have
an indelible black stamp mark that has now grown
out to the middle of their thumbnails.  They can
show their mark with pride at being an integral part
of a process

LWVUS Urgent Lobby Request

NOW IS THE TIME FOR THE FINAL PUSH
ON ELECTION REFORM!

Crucial decisions will be made over the next two
months that will shape our nation's election systems
for years to come.  Even if you've contacted your
members of Congress before on this issue, they
need to hear from you again.

Just before the August recess, House negotiators
made a new offer - one that failed to adequately
address faulty voting machines and that would
actually set back the cause of voting rights for all
Americans by changing the 1965 Voting Rights Act
and the 1993 National Voter Registration Act.
Senate negotiators made a counter offer that
included key national standards to ensure that the
problems we saw in Florida and other states in 2000
will never happen again.  TAKE ACTION

YOUR members of Congress need to hear from you
NOW.  Tell them that you support strong election
reform legislation.  Tell them that: * The election
problems we saw in Florida must never be allowed
again;
* National standards are needed to protect voting
rights and prevent discrimination;
* Existing voting rights protections must not be
rolled back; and
* States need federal money with national standards
to achieve election reform.

BUT MOST OF ALL, members of Congress simply
need to hear that election reform is a vital issue -
strong election reform legislation is needed to fulfill
the promise of American democracy. E-mail can be
sent directly to your Representative and/or Senators

BACKGROUND
As you remember, the House passed an election
reform bill last December, and the Senate acted in
April.  Since that time, conferees from each house
have been working to resolve the differences
between the two bills.  Their work reached a climax
in late July, when negotiators from each body made
proposals to each other. The House offer would roll
back existing voting rights protections by changing
the 1965 Voting Rights Act and the 1993 National
Voter Registration Act.  It would reinstate the
discredited practice of purging for nonvoting that
removes the names of eligible citizens from the
voting rolls if they choose not to vote in just two




