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CALENDAR
|‘ October 8: Board meeting @ Julie Schmidt’s home: 2412 St. Mary’s Drive, 7 p.m. ‘l
October 17: General meeting: Judicial Selection, United Church of Christ Fellowship Hall,
4100 Chestnut Hill, at 7 p.m.
|‘ October 21: LWV-MCTV Candidates Forum, City Council chambers, City Hall. ‘l
|‘ December 2: Your Elected Officias Reception: Garden Room, Midland Center for the Arts ‘l
2003
January: State Program Planning
March: Loca Program Planning
May: State Convention, May 16-18

May: Annual Meseting

Board meetings and all LWV meetings are open to Midland LWV members and friends

Independence: Judicial Selection in Michigan
What's At Stake?
October 21, 7 p.m. at
United Church of Christ Fellowship Hall

The Michigan LWV isre-studying our state posi-
tion on Judicia Selection with afocus on the broad
concept of judicial selection. Methods of appoint-
ment, election and combination (Missouri Plan),
with and without merit review, will be looked at.
Our State Supreme Court is of maor concern but
this study also considers the entire court system of
Michigan, including al of its divisions.

Plan to come to our meeting Thursday, October 17
at 7 p.m. at the United Church of Christ Fellowship
Hall and bring a friend. We will learn about the
methods of judicial selection and the advantages
and disadvantages of each method. We will learn
the background of how Michigan judges are
currently selected. At the end of the meeting, we

will participate in consensus on what attributes we
think our judges should have and how we think they
should be selected.

Bone up by reading the background information for
this study, available on the LWVMI web site
www.lwvmi.org>. If you do not have access to the
net, contact Fran Hamburg (631-4769) and she will
print a copy. Also read the article in your Septem-
ber/October National Voter: “Judicial Elections:
Judicial Independence at Risk.” (p. 15). Be think-
ing about helping Michigan with a“judicial cam-
paign watch” to monitor judicial elections. Ques-
tions of partisanship, campaign finance issues,
unfair judicial criticism, and improper special
interest involvement are all part of judicial selec-
tionsin Michigan and we will discuss them at our
meeting. Itisabig statewide issue.

Mostly, of course, what's at stake is money.
According to Michael Scherer, writingin “The
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Nation” magazine, “By far the single biggest
issue driving the massive spending [for judicial
races| is ‘tort reform’, a catchall term that gener-
aly involves new limits on the amount a jury can
award victims in product liability or personal
injury cases. Over the past decade, manufactur-
ers, retaillers and insurance companies have
successfully ushered dozens of tort reform laws
through state legisatures, but the courts in thirty-
two states have held portions of these laws
unconstitutional. Enraged corporate leaders have
labeled the judges *activists , rejected their judi-
cial reasoning out of hand and threatened them
with costly knock-down, drag-out re-election
campaigns.” (September 2/9, 2002, p. 22)

Environmental issues are al'so important: busi-
nesses are interested in knowing how judges
might rule on questions involving decisions on
water rights, mining, etc.

Once again, come on Thursday, October 17,
prepared to decide what measures LWV MI
should support to ensure aqualified and
independent judiciary.

Voters Service: A Busy Month

It'stime again. Postersare up and TV ads are
getting frequent and intense. There's just one
month left until election 2002. Do you know the
candidates for the state board of education yet?
Have you thought of how you will vote on the
state and Midland county ballot issues? (Areyou
registered to vote? October 7 isthe registration
deadline - get to your County Clerk or the Secre-
tary of State's office pdqg.)

Helpisonitsway! Our website (www.lwv-mid-
land.org) will post all candidate information as
fast aswereceiveit. Our website also linksto the
LWV DNet site (www.dnet.org) which has ex-
panded information from all the candidates. To
preview the state ballot, check out the secretary

of state's site: www.michigan.gov/sos.

The Voter Guide will be published in the
Midland Daily News at the end of October.
Extra copies will be available at the Grace A.
Dow Library and the Coleman library, along
with many other distribution spots. If you can
deliver extra copies, call VVoter Service Chair
Judy Frock, 835-6373 or assistants Carol Neff,
835-9051 and Jean Houghton, 687-9053.

Our LWV-MCTV forum will be held October 21
at 7 p.m. a City Hall. Thisyear we will also be
assisted by the Midland Labor Council.

We are planning TV election night coverage on
Tuesday November 5. Don't be shy about vol-
unteering to help: many hands are needed. Call
the Voter Service people at 835-6373, 835-9051
or 687-9053 or the co-presidents at 835-8922 or
631-1173.

Get out the word: in a democracy the most im-
portant office is that of citizen: you and me. Go
votel
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